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the way in which the public was to be handled. We did not want to put railings round ourselves, but wanted to have the fleet as a thing belonging to the German people. We instituted tours to the water-side and exhibited the ships and the wharves; we applied to the schools, and we called upon novelists to write for us: stacks of novels and pamphlets were the result. Prizes were to be given by the Ministry of Education to the schools. The Government, without whose consent a subordinate department like the Admiralty could not undertake anything at all, supported us under Biilow. But the propaganda would have been still more effective if the Ministry,liad taken it over. We were still outsiders. In Prussia, for example, we had no right to use the machinery of state; moreover, no budget grant could be reckoned on for the purpose of such propaganda. I was able, however, to carry out the whole of the campaign, so to speak, without cost ^ +t^ ^+*+* by means of voluntary contributions, vas a new procedure in Germany: the decisive tning was that the idea caught on; then the spark went farther afield of its own accord.
There revealed itself a certain need on the part of the nation for a goal, for a patriotic catch-word which would bring them all together. The nation was not yet satisfied. When a nation is satisfied it goes back. Inaction and decline are very much akin. This was not the case with us, and in a short time the fleet was recognized to be a vital question, a self-evident possession of the nation. To be sure, the politically